NATURE ad IMPORTANCE 
OF wth peer 
CHRISTIAN LOVE, 
 CONSIDEREDINA | 4 


CIRCULAR LETTER 


FROM THE 


BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 
Affembled at St. in Hertfordpiire, 


f 


June 10, 11, and 12, 1783: 


Maintaining the important Doétrines of three equal Perfons in the 
Godhead, eternal and perfonal Election, original Sin, particular Re- 
demption, free Juftification by the Imputation of Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, 
eflicacious Grace in Regeneration, the final Perfeverance of the Saints, 
and the Independeucy or Congregational Order of the Churches of Chriit 
inviolable, 


To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting at Sutton-Afhfield, Nottingham, Sheepfhead, 
Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby,. Foxton, Clipfton, Oak- 
ham, Soham, Kettering, Walgrave, Northampton, Road, Olney, 
and St, Alban’s; alfo many other Churches, not yet in the Affoci- 
ation, who, notwithftanding, countenance it by the Attendance 
of their Minifters, and many of their Members. : 


Dear Brethren, | 


Y the good hand of our God upon us, we were condiéted in fafety 
# ‘0, and met at the place and time appointed, and were favoured | 
pleafant and profitable interview with each other. After folemnly | 

1s Almighty God for affiftance and fuccefs, we heard the letters 

the feveral churches, and took an account of their contents. 
ous © rejoice, brethren, that your chutches are continued, and that there 
ae among them a fteady and firm attachment to the precious truths 

€ glorious gofpel of the bleffed God, a regard for the folema and 
es inititutions of our almighty and adorable redeemer, and the difcipline 
wy bev and that there are any tokens of Jehovah’s prefence in the 
it Nebo _We would alfo mourn with you, brethren, on account of 
dha hefs and indifferency manifefted by fome, and the backflidings of 
~~» Mong you ; and defire to unite with you in addrefling the Lord at 
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_ and if thefe ends may ‘be anfwered, we fhall have the utmoft of ou 


_ -focieties for anfwering all the purpofes of foci 


your converfation as becometh the gofpel 


Love, which we wil 
» this we pray that your love may abound 
Inall Judgment; that may appro- 


é 


the throne/of his grace, for the dew of -his divine influences to fal} y 
you, that ye may grow as the lilly, and caft forth your roots as Lebanon: 
and that your beauty may be as the olivetree, and your /cent be as the win | 
of Lebanon. 

We feel for *thof€ churches which are’ deftituté of under-fhepherds to 
feed, to guide, and to comfort the} and would éarnéttly pray, that the 
great and good fhepheid would, in his own time and way, tend them 
pattors after his own heart, who may feed them with knowledge and un. 
derilanding. We would recommend to them, frequently to 
ecther with coolnefs of temper, waiting on the Lord for cire¢tion, ob. 
ferving the leadings of his providence, not to be halty, but cordially  § 
receive and encourage fuch who have manifefted foundnefs of judgment 
in doctrine, purity of morals, prudence in conduét, and faithtulnefs in 
fervice :-from the labours of iuch, real advantages, bythe bleiling of 
God, may reafonably bé expeéted. 

We can affure you,. brethren, with fincerity, that we do not mean, 
by our affsciating ourfelves together, to infringe on any of your liberties, 
nor to attempt to exercile any dominion over your faith and con{cience; 
but we truft our only’aim is, to be ferviceable to :promote the glory of 
God, .the welfare of immortal fouls, and the intereit' of your churches; § 


wifhes accomplifhed. — 


Your churches, brethren, are voluntary focieties, founded upon the § 
traly primitive-plan, according to Which the firit chriflian churches were § 
formed, by the direction of Chrift given to his holy apoftles, and by § 
their writings conveyed to us: fo that ye may be faid to be Ami/t upon the 
foundation of the apofiles and prophets, Fefus Chrift himfelf oeing the chitf 
corner fione, Eph. i, 20. to cubom comin,, as unto a living ftonz, difallowed 
indeed of men, but chofen of God, and precious: ye alfo as lively front, 
ore built up a Spiritual boufe, an holy prieftheod, to offer up Spiritual 
Sacrifices, acceptable to God by Pet. ii. 4, Such is the 
mature and conftitution of your churches, brethren, as renders them fit 

al religion, and for pro 
Mmoting the real happinefs of individuals. ‘The privileges which you 
enjoy are many and great, and the duties which are required of, you art 
reafonable and jult. Tbe commands of Chrift are not grievous; bis yoke it 
eafy, and bis burden light. 1 John v. 3. Mait. xi. 30. 


The defign of our Circular Letter is to remind you of your privileges 
and.duties, to.animate and encourage you to prefs on toward the mark! fo 
the prize of the bigh calling of God in Chrift Fefus; and. that ye may have 
of, Chrift, rhat ye may flard fap 
one Spirit, with one mind, ftriving together for the faith of the go/pt 
14. i, $7. the name of our Lord Chrift’ may 
im you, and ye in bim, the gra 
Lord Tejus Chip. 2 1. 1 
2 In our former letiers we have attem 
traths of the glorious gofpel 
enforced many religious 


: pted to explain many of the great 
¢l of Jefus Chrift, and have recommended and 
uties. The fubje& we now propofe is that ot 
| endeavour to explain and enforce; 4 

yet pee and more knowledge, 
owe things that are excelent; that ye 
éré, and without offence, till the day of Chrifi; being filled iy the 

; 
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fruits of righteoufie/s, which are by Jesus Chrift unto the glory and praife 
Phil. i. Oy 10, 11. 

per is that sfedion of the mind, by which the heart moves toward, 
cleaves unto, and centers in, fome apparent good, with /delight and. 
complacency. Its operations may be various, according ‘to the itate 
which the object may be apprehended to be in. As for inftance, if the 
objeét be confidered as being ata diflance, then love operaies in a way 
of longing defire for the poffeffion and erjoyment of it;—jf there be a 
probability of enjoyment, then it operates In a way of hope ;—if it be 
confidered as promifing fome good, then love operates in a way o; con- 
fidence ;—if there be no probability of en oyment, then it pperates in a 
way of anxiety, grief, and defpair;—if ti-e object be prefent, then love 
operates in a way of delight or complacency and fatisfaction. | 

Now if this affe€tion be influenced by the grace of God, and the 
power of gofpel truths, it will move the heart toward, and caufe the foul 
to cleave unto, and center in, the one-eternal and immutable Jehovah, as 
the fupreme object of it; and that on account of his eternal and immu- 
table excellencies, and. his fuitablenefs to render his intelligent creatures 
happy. ‘The ftreams of his beneficence may ferve to direct your thoughts 
and affections to him, but his infinite dignity and greatnefs, glory and 
excellency, are to be confidered as the primary ground of difinteretted 
affection forhim. ‘The infinite glory of his natural and moral perfeciions 
being difcovered in his works and his word, efpecially as they are molt 
illuftrioufly difplayed in and fhrough the Lord Jefus Chrilt, im evbom 
dwelleth all the fulne/s of the Godhead bodily. Colol. i. g.| Who is the 
brightnefs of bis father’s glory, and the expre/s image of bis perfan. Heb. 1. 3. 
So that he who bath feen the fon, hath feen the father aljfo, John xiv. g. 
and whoever fees the glories of God in the perfon of Chriit cannot be 
without fome affection for him, as he is the beit good, and the enly true 
fource of all real happinefs, | 

True genuine love for God may be diftinguifhed by the various ex- 
preflions of it in the mind, or as it is the chief animating {pring of all 
other right affections in the heart, fuch as Jomging defires after the enjoy- 
ment of him as the beft, the chief good,—dsope, or waiting with ex- 
péctation for his prefence and blefling,—an bumble confidence in. his 
promife,——a regard for his authority,—a filial fear of offending him,— 
an abborrence of fin as being contrary to his infinite holinefs,—a zeal 
for his honour,—grief and anxiety on account of his abfence,—and 
delight, complacency and fatisfa@ion in the enjoyment of his prefence. 
Thefe {pring from true love, and may be coniidered as good evidences 
of its exiftence in the foul; and love to God is a good evidence of intereft 
An his fpecial and everlafting love, for we love him becaufe be firft loved 
us. 1 John iv, 19. 


ue’ e, brethren, are taught by the facred oracles of eternal truth, to 
e 

taught by the fame word, to love fubordinately your neighbours as your- 
Aelves, Matt. xxii. 39. Yea, to lowe your enemies; to ble/s them that curfe 
Jo%; to do good to them that hate you, and to pray for them which de/pitefully 
fe you, and perfecute you. Matt. v.44. This affection is to be exprefied 
hot only by words, bat by doing good both to the fouls and bodies of 
el Aeeking their temporal and eternal welfare; {fympathizing with 
them in their diftrefs; relieving their neceflities; bearing with their in- 


od fuperlatively above all other objets whatfoever, fo ye are - 
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God? Ye are to be followers, that is, imitators of bim, as fuch. Eph. v. 1. 


“his Son to die for 2 
$ 


the fpel on you, and giving you a lively hope of glory. Therefore, 


up himfelf to lufferings and to death, as your fubftitute and furety, pay- 
ing your bee redeeming your life from deftru€tion, and crowning you 
| 


good fhepherd, and preparing places 
_ art many manfions ; “promifi 


~~ | 


firmities; exercifing forgivenefs towards them; and giving them good 
counfel and advice in cafes of difficulty;—and more efpecially ye are 
taught to love them who bear the image of your heavenly Father, who are 
of one family, partakers of the fame grace, enjoying the fame privileges, J 
travelling together in one and the fame way, going 0 one home, to dwell 
together for ever. Hence faith Chrift to his difciples, this 1s my com. 
mandment that ye love one another, as I have loved you. John xv. 12--17, 
And the apoftle Peter, addrefling believers, exhorts them to love one 
another with a pure heart fervently. 1 Pet. i. 22. Again, in Heb. xiii.1, 
you may find this exhortation, Let brotherly love continue. Which love 
fhould be exprefled by Chriftians one towards another, by fhewing a 
readinefs to affemble together, regularly to attend upon the worfhip of 
God, and the ordinances of Jefus Chrift, by fympathizing with the 
afflited in their diftrefles, by chearfully contributing for the relief of the 
neceflities of the poor, bearing with the infirmities of the weak, see 
admonifhing when neceflary, praying with and for one another, and 
feeking the welfare and happinefs of each other. . 
And now, brethren, fatter a word of exhortation—We would endea- 
vour to enforce this great duty of Chriftian Love upon you, by thele 
following motives, which are fo many grounds and reafons why ye fhould 
endeavour, by the grace of God, to manifeft in your lives this amiable . 
temper, which will make you moft like unto God your heavenly Father, 
Gop is Jove. 1 John iv. ‘6. Do ye profefs yourfelves to be the children of 


Are ye, brethren, of one family, partakers of the fame grace, interelted 
in one and the fame covenant, united to one head, enjoying the fame 
bleffings, privileges, and promifes; travelling in one way, going to on¢ 
home, expeCting the fame inheritance, and to live together in love to all 
eternity ?—See then that ye fall not out by the way, dut love as brethren; 
fhew forth this heavenly temper, and teftify to all about you that ye love 
God and one another. Remember, brethren, that God has teftified his 
Tove for you by an infinite number of benefits, even before you had any 
‘affection for him. His love is eternal and immutable, and the inftances 
of it are great and wonderful; fuch as his chufing you in Chrift unto 
‘falvation and eternal life, bleffing you with all fpiritual bleflings, giving 

ou when ye were enemies, drawing you to himfelf 
and with tender mercies, beftowing the privileges of 


his loving kindne 


“brethren, Jet not your love be in word, neither in tongue only, but in 
deed and in truth. 1 John iii. 18, Then will ye be like your heavenly 
Father, and teftify to others that ye are the children of the living God. 
Further, this will make you moft like unto Jefus Chrift, our amiable 
pattern and elder brother: his love pa/féth knowledge. Eph. iii. 19. How 


- great are the inftances of it! fuch as his early engaging with his Father 


covenant on your behalf, hi 
the fulnefs of 


to take on him your nature io 
his chearful obedience in your ftead, his freely giving 


wing kindnefs and tender mercies ; interceding for you in heave?, 

hg Als grace and righteoufnefs on you, watching over you as the 

for you in his Father’s bou/e, where 

ng to come and to receive you to him/eif, pes 
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aybere be is there ye may be alfo. And in that fhort life which he fpent in 

this world, he fully difplayed all the beauties of this heavenly temper, by 

continually going about ype. good to the fouls and bodies of men. 

Would ye be like him? go and do likewife: and let it be feen by thofe 

about you, that ye are his difciples, by /owing one another. John xiii. 35. 

Furthermore, brethren, remember that love is the grand enlivening 

{pring of all other heavenly and gracious affections. ‘* Love is the 

brighteft of the train, and itrengthens all the reit.”” Watts. Love is 

the fum and fubftance, the very life and foul of the chriftian religion : 
without love, all knowledge, gifts, faith, and works, would be as found. 
ing brais and a tinkling cymbal, and would profit nothing. See 1 Cor. 

xill. 1, 2, 3+ It contains the whole doctrine of the law and the 

Matt. xxii. 37--40. Rom. xill. 8--10. Gal. v.14. Therefore, brethren, 

we befeech you, that by love ye ferve one another: by doing which you 

will beft hold forth the word of life in the different fituations of life you 
are in, and the different characters and relations you fuftain ;—and hereby 
you will beft adorn the doétrine of God our Saviour in all things, and 
give full proof of the reality, importance, and utility of the doctrines of 
chriftianity, and the fincerity of your profeflion of them: therefore Jet 
your love be without diffimulation; abhor that which is evil, cleave to that 
which is good; be kindly affectioned one to another; with brotherly love, 

in honour, preferring one another. Rom. xil. g, 10. 

Again, brethren, we would remind you that love will make duties eafy, 
leatant, delightful, and profitable. ‘* ’Tis love that makes our chear- 
ul feet, in fwift obedience move.” Watts.———It expands the mind, en- 

larges the heart, and enlivens al] the powers of the foul;- fo that the 

chriftian, in the exercife of it, runs in the way of God’s commandments 
with pleafure and joy, and performs the duties of religion, fuch as preach- 
ing and hearing of the word of God, prayer, atcendance on divine 
ordinances, fympathizing with the poor and afflifted in their diftreffes, 
bearing with the infirmities of the weak, and exercifing forgivenefs, with 
chearfulnefs; all which duties would be either wholly neglected, or at- 
tended to with cold indifferency, yea, would be burdenfome without love. 

But when love prevails in the heart, they will neither be grievous nor 

burdenfome. ‘The excellent properties of charity (by which is meant 

love) as fet forth in 1 Cor. xiil. 4, 5, 6, 7, fully confirm the above ob- 
fervations, and clearly thew the true nature, utility, and great importance 
of it. It Juffereth long and is kind, it envieth nots>it vaunteth not itfelf, is 
not puffed up, doth not bebave itfelf pang feeketh not ber own, is not eafily 
provoked, thinketh no evil, rejowceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth ; beareth all things, believeth all things, hapeth all things, endureth all 
things. ‘Therefore we befeech you, brethren, to confider one another, to 
provoke unto love and good works. Heb.x. 24. = = °° 

Again, brethren, we would have you remember, that love is neceffa 

for the well-being, the peace, the profperity, and fafety of ail your 

‘churches. It is like the cement of a building ; that which unites and 

keeps together the feveral parts of it, and ftrengthens the whole. When 

the hearts of church members are knit together in love, they have no 
need to be afraid, though an hoft of enemies fhould encamp againft them : 
fuch focieties are beautiful as Tirzab, comely as Ferufalem, and terrible as 
an army with banners, Sol. Song, vi. 4. Peace will be awithin their 
walls, and pro/perity in all their palaces. They are not fo liable to be 

divided, 
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divided, nor. are their walls to be eafily broken down. But on the con. 
trary, when love is decayed and gone, and animofities, contentions, 
divifions, and every evil work take place ; defolation, if not a total 
deftruction, is to be feared. As when the cement of a building is gone 

 defolation and deitruétion foon follow. Take away love, and the mot 
amiable fociety would be either a den of dragons, venting nothing bat 
their poifonous difpofitions ; or at beft, al! the delightful teclings of true 
friendthip muft fubfide, and all real union be diffolved. It is not only of 
“inexpreflible ufe, but abfolutely neceffary: it is the finews which unite 
the members of Chrift’s body (the church) together ; the blood which 
pervades every part, and is the life of thawhole. Without it there may be 
a confederacy, but not a church of Chrift. And therefore, brethren, be 
concerned to preferve and encourage love among yourfelves. 
in lowe, and the God of love and peace will be with you, and bie/s you with 
peace and profperity. Hee 

} Bear with us, brethren, while we further prefs you to attend to this 
noble duty, and recommend to you this excellent grace of love, as it is 
effential to the happinefs of the heavenly world. ‘* ’Tis love that makes 
mre {weet: there we fhall have our fill of joy, becaufe there we thall 
ave our fill of love.””* There it will be in its greateft and hicheft de- 
ree of perfection : faith will be changed into fight, and hope Into en- 
ay oyment; but love will endure for ever—it never faileth. 1 Cor. xiii. 8. 
‘Bed ** This is the grace that lives and fings, when faith and hope fhall ceafe: 
i ie *tis this fhall ftrike our joyful ftrings, in the fweet realms of blifs.”” Watts, 
-_ Nodifcord will be in heaven; ail will be harmony, peace, and love; 
Ae and that for ever. Is it then of fuch vaft importance in the chriftian ie: 
ligion, as to be effentially neceflary to real happinefs in this world and 
that which is to come? then let it be your earneft endeavour, brethren, to 

in grace alfo. 

o conclude,—is there not much caufe fo i 
and humiliation before God, on account of Cos love ; 
May the Lord pardon our offences, renew our hearts, and give us a {pirit 
of love, and of a found mind. , F 
’ And now, brethren, ewe commend you to God, and to the word of bis 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance amon 
all them which are fan@ified. - Now unto him that is able to do ¢ 
above we aft or think, according to the 

Signed on behalf ef the brethren, by 


JOHN GILL, Moderator. 


Comllt; Richard Alleine’s Heavens opened, or a Difcovery of the Riches of God's 
tains fome odanirabt 34 part of Vindicie Pietatis, chap. xiii, from p. 135 
of th rable and ftriking thoughts on love to God.— For fome ac- 


count of the excellent author of this valuable and evangelical book, who was je 


in Somerfetthire, fee Palmer’s Nonconformift’s Memorial, vol. il. 
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Tuefday evening we met at the ufual hour, and after {pending fome time in prayer, 
a moderator was chofen, the letters from the churches were read, and minutes taken 
of their contents, and the opportunity concluded with prayer. : 


Wednefday morning about fix, we met for prayer; feven brethren engaged in the 
opportunity. The public meeting began about ten, and was well attended ;—brother 
Fuller, late of Soham, but now of Kettering, prayed—after which brother Ryland, fen. 
of Northampton, gave fome account of the defign of the affociation, and pra: ed—~ 
brother Ryland, jun. then preached from Haiah xliii. 10. Ye are my witneffes, faith the 

ord—brother Evans, late of Fexton, Loma brother Hail, fen. ot Arnfby, 
preached from 1 Cor. xvi. 22. If any man love not the Lord Fefus Chrift, let him be anathema 
maranatba—brether Guy, of Sheepthead, concluded by prayer. etween five and fix 
jn the evening we met again—brother Surtclif, of Olney, prayed—Dr. Stennett preached 
from 1 John ni. 14. We know that we bave pafjed from death unto life, becaufe we love the 
brethren; the Dr. concluded in prayer. 


Thurfday morning about feven we met for prayer, and to communicate to each 
other fome account of our experiences as minitters during the courfe of the paft year, 
ard ro finith the bufinefs of the affociation; between eleven and twelve, the affuciarion 
was concluded with piayer by the moderator. Twenty minifters were engaged in the 


feveral opportunities. , 
State of the churches fince the laf? affociation: 
Added on a profeffion of faith and experience a Te - 24 
By letver cf recommendation - - - 
35 
Difmiffed - - - - - 
Decreafe - - - - 7 


N.B. Thenext affociation to he held at Nottingham, in the Whitfun week ; to meet 
on Tuefaay evening at the ufval hour. BrotherSutclif, of Olney, and brother Ryla-d, 
fen. of Northampton, to preach; and in cafe of failure, hrother Gill, of St. Alban’s, 
and brother Fuller, otf Kettering. *,* Put up at the Flying-Horfe, 


| 
An Account of the ASSOCIATION FUND. 

As many. valuable ends are anfwéred to the minifters and churches 
uniting in an affociate connection, it was feveral years ago thought, at one 
of our affociations, that thofe ends might be increafed by the inttitution of 
an afociation fund, which every church might annually contribute to in pro- 
to their ability, as well as generous individuals who might be dif- 

fed to further the defign. | 
_ This defign was accordingly communicated to the churches, who feveral 
of them favoured it. From thence we attempted to carry it into execution. 
Hitherto, we muft own, it has been exceedingly weak ; yet, though in its in- 
fancy, its beneficial nature has been experienced by feveral who are ready to 
make their grateful acknowledgments to their kind benefaétors. ‘True, its 
defigns as yet have Oniy been accomplifhed in a contracted manner; but we 
hope for the pleafure of feeing its increafing utility, when generally fupported 
‘by cur chriftian friends. Some of our churcifes, it becomes ug to acknow’ 
ledge, have chearfully encouraged it; and others, we are willihg to think, 
would be ready to do fo, were they but better acquainted with its nature 
and defign, .To this end it has been thought proper to print the outlines of 
the plan: accordingly we here lay before you its nature and principal ends. 


I. It is propofed to our re{pective churches and congregations to con- 
tribute once a year a fall fum, which fhall be depofited in the hands of a 
treafurer, chofen by the minitters and meflengers of the affociate churches. 

N.B. Mr. Beeby Wallis, of Kettering, has been chofen treafurer. 


II. The principal particular objects we have in view are fuch as follow : 
1. To give afliitance to any new intereft that may be in a weak condition. 
2. To 
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< to the charge of printing, the remainder may be paid out of this fund. 
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+. To encourage village preaching, for the propogation of the gofpel in 
dittant from any ftated means of grace. whe 

-. To bear the expences of any of our minifters, who may be deputed to 
make an occafional vifit to any of our affociate churches, whofe ttate of 
diftant fituation may require it. 
* 4. To afford fome degree of relief to any of our minifters who may be 
brought into ftraits by afflictive difpenfations of providence. — 

5. To aft in repairing any place of worthip among us, where a general 
colleétion among the churches may not be needful. — 

6. To affitt in fupplying any of our diftant deftitute churches, who may 
be unable to pay the whole expences of fupplics on account of fuch diltance, 

9. Toafift fome of our poor churches in defraying the expences of their 
minifters’ journey to the affociation. 


@. In cafe the fale of the aflociation letters at any time fhould not be equal 


Any number of minifters (not under three) who are_paitors of 
churches contributing to the fupport of this fund, when aflembled at any 
quarterly meeting, fhall be empowered as a committee to take into confidera. 
tion any cafe which may be propofed, and to draw on the treafurer for fuch 
a fum as they thall judge convenient, not exceeding two guineas at a time 
to any one cale. . . . | | 


IV. The treafurer fhall keep a regular account of all the tranfaéctions 
relative to this fund; which accqunt fhall be produced and examined at 
every aflociation, and. being approved, fhall be figned.by the moderator. 


__. WV. ‘The furplus of profits at any time arifing from the fale of the affociation 
Jetters thall\go towards the fupport of this fund. 


' VI. Such churches who do not contribute to this fund are not to expect 
‘any affiftance from it. 


And now, brethren and friends, is not this a plan that is well worthy of 
your encouragement? We-with to recommend nothing but what upon juft 
grounds deferves your hearty approbation. We beg you to give it a ferious 
confideration. Do not lay it afide as foon as veal and never think of it 
again. Weigh the matter clofely, If, upon reflection, you think it merits ' 
attention, then give it encouragement according to your.ability. Remember 
-you fhould be ready to every good work. (Tit. iii.1.) If this is not one, 
Jet it not be if at it neglected.—Brethren! be not 
weary in well doing: in due feafon ye foall rea ¢ faint not. Be always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” You tabour is not in 
in the Lord. Though your goodnefs cannot extend to the great Jehovah, 
or benefit him, yet it may the faints that are in the earth, the excellent in 
whom is all your delight. We have addrefled you in the letter now j 


| n your 
hand on the endearing fubject of ve; a iubjet which if you cordially 


imbibe, little more need be faid on this annexed plan... Allow = to conclude 
with the words of the apoitle of the Gentiles, when ftimulatine the Corin- 


thians to afimilar work, We /peak not by commandment, but by the occafton of 
the forwardne/s of others, AND TQ PROVE THE 
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THE 
NATURE, EVIDENCES, and ADVANTAGES, 
re ma: | | he'd 


| REPRESENTEDINA 
LETTER 


FROM THE 


~ 


MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 
OF THE | | 


BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
Affembled at NorTincHam, June 2; 3, 1784 : 


Maintaining the important Doédtrines of Three Perfons in the | 
_. Godhead; Eternal and Perfonal Election; the Original Guilt and | 
. Depravity of Mz+kind; particular Redemption ; free Juftification by © 

he imputed of Chrift; the invincible Efficacy of divine | 
race ; ‘the certain Perfeverance of the Saints in Grace to Glory, and | 


», the Independency of the Churghes inviolably. 


‘’’ "Po the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters from, | | 
meeting at Sutfon- Afhfield, Nottingham, Sheepfhead, Leicefter, | 
Satton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, Foxton, Clipftone, Oakham, Soham, 
Kettering, Walgrave, ‘Northampton, Road, Olney, and St. 
, “Alban's; as alfo to the many Churches not yet in this Affociation, 
“who; “notwithtanding, countenance it, by the Attendance of their 


Grace be you,.and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 


YA doubt not bur you will unite with us, i 


n blefling God that we 

»elizve. been once more permitted to hold our annual meeting ia 

peace ; and we troft, not without comfortable tokens of the Redeemer’s 

prefence, and the gracious influences of his Spirit, which alone can render 

diving ordinances ufeful to the refrefhment.and edification of his people. . 

» The heavy and continued rain, with other hindrances, prevented feveral 

of our brethren from affembling with us, and one was miffing who met 

wath us lait year, at the other-extremity of our aflociation,; but now, whea 

we Came inte the neighbourhood of the»place where he lately laboured: fo 
zealouily, alas, tbe plate that him ance, now knows bim no more! He 2 
from thence; and aubereis he? We have no doubt but he is 
joy of ‘bis May God prepare the next that is ap* 
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